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Marco, Venice, 1989.
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GUIDO CASARETTO:
OF STRAYS, RHINOS, AND
MISUNDERSTANDINGS

Guido Casaretto’s solo exhibition, Of Strays, Rhinos, and Misunderstandings,
will be on display at YUNT from 10 May to 15 August 2025. The exhibition
invites visitors fo witness the creation process of a pair of horse sculptures,
which Casaretfto will produce using sculptural moulds installed within the
space.

Guido Casarefto’s encounter with a series of studies on frade relations be-
tween Venice and Istanbul during the Ottfoman period led him to the infrigu-
ing details of an unusual dialogue in which the Oftoman sultan requested a
unicorn as a gift from the Doge of Venice. Following this discovery, Casaretto
traces the rich associations evoked by the image of the unicorn and brings
a replica of nineteenth century bronze casting moulds, originally brought
from Italy to Turkey, into the exhibition space at YUNT. The artist collects dis-
carded materials from the surroundings of YUNT to use in the production of
the horse sculptures, creating a social sefting that explores the possibilities
of togetherness by opening the casting process, which unfolds over the du-
ration of the exhibition, to audience participation.

In her text on the exhibition at YUNT, art historian Agata Polizzi connects
Casaretto’s interest in the traces left by migrations between East and West to
the artist’'s own roots. She describes the exhibition as an “emotional archae-
ology” filtered through the artist’'s memory. In this way, Casaretto’s journey
info his own past intersects with the shared memory of Mediterranean peo-
ples, and the exhibition opens up a space for rethinking both personal and
collective narratives.

The tradition of equestrian sculpture dafing back to ancient times is reinter-
preted in the exhibition through Casaretto’s gestures of repetition, copying
and multiplication. As art historian and critic Prof. Esra Alicavusoglu states
in the exhibition text, “with a riderless, emperor-less, and anti-heroic horse
sculpture, the artist focuses not only on appropriating knowledge but also
on the memory of space, the traced form, and cultural fransmissions.” Thus,
“the dominant representation of the idealised, along with the iconography
of victory, gradually dissolves at the edges of the space’s historical memory,
stripped of the meanings once ascribed to it.”
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Guido Casaretto (b. 1981, Istanbul) lives and works in Istanbul. He is one of
the founding members of Sanatorium, an independent art space based in
Istanbul.

Casarefto has held several solo exhibitions, including The Pope and Galileo
Had a Minor Disagreement (Ziloerman Gallery, Istanbul, 2017), Synesthesia (Zil-
berman Gallery, Istanbul, 2015), Extrasystemic Correlations (Zilberman Gallery,
Istanbul, 2012), and Default (Sanatorium, Istanbul, 2011).

His work has also been featured in numerous group exhibitions, such as Rest-
less Monuments (Zilberman Gallery, Istanbul, 2018), Urban Justice (CerModern,
Ankara, 2015), the Italian Pavilion at the Venice Biennale (Venice, 2011), and at
Teatro Comunale (Italy, 2000).

Casarefto’s works are included in prestigious collections such as the Museum
of Contemporary Art in Krakow (MOCAK), Poland, and the National Gallery of
Victoria (NGV) in Melbourne, Australia, as well as numerous significant private
collections across Europe and the Middle East.
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VIIN\'S

About YUNT:

Founded by Muratcan Sabuncu and located in Sultanbeyli, YUNT is a
non-profit art and interaction space. With Sergen Sehitoglu as its artistic
advisor and Prof. Eva $arlak as its academic advisor, YUNT aims to increase
the opportunities for the public to encounter artistic activities. In addition
to exhibitions, events, the educational programme and the publications,
it enables all those it comes into contact with to establish new sensory
relationships with the world.

YUNT aims to help increase the potential for social change through the
experience and interaction opportunities offered by the venue.

YUNT supports art production and intellectual thinking with its programme
of events and incentive policy.

Address:

Hasanpasa Mahallesi
Fatih Bulvari

No: 33, 34920
Sultanbeyli/lstanbul

Contact:
https://www.yunt.art/
info@yunt.art

How to get there:
You can use Mescidi Aksa Mosque Bus Stop for IETT transportation.
Car parking is available.

Please contact for detailed information and requests for events:
Ms. Burcu Dimili

burcudimili@gmail.com

+90 (554) 458 33 13
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